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Abstract

The thematic paper entitled ‘An Analytical Study of Buddhism Propagation in King
Lithai Period’ has 3 objectives as 1) to study the Buddhism propagation in Thailand, 2) to study
Buddhism propagation during the reign of King Lithai and 3) to analyze Buddhism propagation in the
reins of King Lithai. This research was conducted through the royal writing of King Phya Lithai,
called ‘The Three Worlds According to King Ruang.

The result revealed that Buddhism spreads to Thailand after the third Buddhist Council ,
later the Sri Lankan Buddhist doctrines were spread to this region, especially at Sukhothai which was
highly supported by King Ramkamheang, the Great. During the time of King Lithai, he sent the
Buddhist monks to spread Buddhism in the regions and also convinced people to come and pay
homage the Buddhist sites in Sukhothai Kingdom. He has also adopted the important Buddhist
doctrine to compose his royal writing that was called Tibhumikatha or The Three Worlds According
to King Ruang. This royal Buddhist writing has composed for conducting people in Sukhothai
Kingdom. The doctrines that used for teaching people were the Five Precepts or Pafica — sila, the
Virtue that Protect the World or Lokapala — dhamma, the Quality of a Good Man or Suppurisa —
dhamma, the Tenfold of Royal Virtue or R&jadhamma and the Object of Sympathy or
San gahavatthu.

The findings of concept of Buddhism propagation in King Lithai period can be said that
the main concepts of Buddhism promotions were 1) strengthening the faith in Buddhism among the
people and 2) promoting the Sokothai Kingdom to be the Buddhist recognition state and accepted by
the others Buddhists stage by promoting the religious affairs. Regarding to the analyzing of
Buddhism propagation, it can be mentioned that Buddhism has influenced on the Sukhothai’s society

in many aspects: individual, socio — political, economic, and educational system.
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